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AS A BIRD SEES PARIS.— GENERAL RYD7-SMIGLY, 


A striking aerial view of the the Polish Generalissimo, and 
French capital, showing, in successor to Marshal Pilsudski, 
the foreground, the Ile de la hotographed on arrival in 
Cité with the Cathedral of aris, His visit follows that 
Notre Dame and, beyond it, of General Gamelin to Poland, 
the Ile St. Louis, and amounts to a re-assertion 

of the Franco-Polish alliance. 


WOMEN DRIVERS who will take part in to-morrow’s Ulster T.T. 
motor car race. Above: Roy Eccles fixes his wife’s goggles strap 
before practice. She will act as his reserve at the wheel of their 


Singer. Left: Mrs. D. M. Phipps (Miss Doreen Evans), who will’ 
act as reserve driver to her hada: A. R. Phipps (Aston-Martin) . 
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H. W. Nicholson and Miss Betty Cairnes. 
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SPAIN 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sirz,—Is it permissible for one of your 
readers in, England to contribute some ie- 
marks. to this discussion ? i so, É would 
suggest, first, that there is one series of 
facts which, even. in itself, is sufficient to 
condemn the Spanish, rebellion as incapable 
of moral justification. That series of facts 
consists of the figures of seats in the Spanish 
Parliament (Cortes) after the last three gene- 
ral elections. Here are those as = 
~ The election of 1931—Left Parties, 291 
seats: Centre, 136; Right, 42. The election 
of 1933—Right, 212; Centre, 162; Left, 98. 
The election of 1936—Left, 265; Centre, 64; 
Right, 144. These figures show clearly that 
the Spanish electorate can, and does, change 
its mind, and that such changes are reflected 
in seats in the Cortes. True, the system of 
voting is such that. the number of seats does 
not correspond exactly to the number of 
votes cast. For example, in the 1936 elec- 
tion the Left had 265 seats, the Right 144; 
but the votes cast were: Left, 4,556,000; 
Right, 4,910,817. That fact, however, is not 

liar to Spain, and wvuld affect a “ cwing 
of the pendulum ”'. either way.~It is ones 
what we also have over here in England, 
and is, indeed, merely a result of lack of 
proportional representation. The great fact 
to be faced is that. in 1933 the electors al- 
tered their 1931 view, and in 1936 they 
altered that of 1933. Clearly, then, the op- 
position parties had available a normal and 
peaceful method of trying to achieve power 
—namely, by appealing to the electors at the 
next election. eir failure to wait for that 
opportunity, and their resort to war, prove 
ion Ainge’ (1) Their lack of faith that the 
people were 1n their favour, and (2) ‘That 
their real aim is, and was, not to remedy 
any wrongs, but to set up a tyranny.  . 

“ view of these facts alone, the rising 
seems to me incapable of any moral defence. 
The atrocious way in which it was begun 
(namely, by an invasion with troops of 
Spain’s hereditary enemy) stamps it, further, 
with peculiar infamy. The further fact— 
that its success is still doubtful, and, even 
if attained, must involve (already has in- 
volved) horrible bloodshed and material de- 
struction—proves so grave a miscalculation 
of means and ends as to expose the rebel 
leaders as too devoid of wisdom and judg: 
ment to be fitted te govern either a country 
or (as we say in England) “a whelk- 
stall ”’ h 

Thus, the rising is condemned both ethically 
and even as to expediency. As to the 
atrocities which have been and are being 
committed during this horrible conflict, it is 
obvious that they are done by both sides. 
The burnings of churches and other outrages 
on religious buildings and persons deserve, 
so far as they are true, every condemnation. 
In fairness, however, it must be remembered 
that the history of the Spanish Church has 
been one of obscurantism and tyranny, and 
it must not be compared with Catholicism 
in more tolerant lands. 

However, the news in the papers seems to 
show that the atrocities of the rebels are 
worse than any committed by their opponents. 
For example, the Lonion. Daily Lzpress 
(August 27) says the rebels commit “ daily 
‘massacres.’ The London Daily Herald 
(August 21) said that “‘ hundreds of workers 
have been shot, some have been hanged, and 
others have been tortured under conditions 
too terrible to be mentioned.” The London 
Sunday paper, The People (August 23), re- 
ports that, ‘‘the rebels, seizing the town 
of Puente Genil, in Cordoba Province, 
executed 1,700 workers.” These reports are 
from three papers of differing political beliefs. 
The greatest of all atrocities, however, was 
the starting of the war, and. the rebels must 
take all the infamy of having so done. 

It is with deep sorrow that I see the 
Catholic papers in England supporting 
this cause. Can they do religion any 
good: by: such an attitude? In 1926 we 
in England had a general strike, and the 
late Cardinal Bourne, Archbishop of West- 
minster, condemned it as “ contrary to God's 
law,” because (so he believed) it challenged 
without justification constituted authority 
and inflicted immense suffering. Yet now we 
have our English Catholic papers supporting 
Spanish rebels in doing a thousand times 
worse. 

If the idea gets about that Catholicism 
really is, after all, the friend of tyranny, 
what. will be the reactions of. people’s minds? 
Our English Universe and Catholic Times 
might ask themselves that question:--~Yours, 
etc., J. W. PoxNTER. 

106 Gillespie road, Highbury, 

London, N.5, September 1, 1936. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sir,—Mr. de Blacam contrasts the dis- 
ciplined order of the ‘‘ Nationalists’’ with 
the undisciplined fervour of the Loyalists. 
Because the “ Nationalists”’ are an army all 
is well, what new Cromwellian is. this who 
urges a newer Purge of Pride? Inciden- 
tally, it is worth remembering that the word 
“ Nationalist ” has quite a different meaning 
on the Continent, where it implies a readi- 
ness to place the State before all else, which 
the Pope rightly condemned as idolatry. But 
to return to the discipline of the Rebels, 
where does that land us? Snrely, it can 
only mean that the horrors of Badajoz, for 
example, were part of a deliberate policy of 
frightfulness enjoined by the ‘Catholic 
Front,” or whatever other pretty name Mr. 
de Blacam prefers. ‘‘ Do men gather grapes 
off thorns or figs off thistles?”’ It was not 
a Government Leader who urged his fol- 
lowers to leave the word pity out of the 
dictionary! Poor Cromwell, how gentle, 
even timorous, do Drogheda gates appear! 

One cannot disregard Mr. de Blacam’s 
approval of the democracy of Itahan 
Fascism, of late so beautifully manifested, 
in contrast with another variety. Can he 
mean the German which does not hold the 
Roman Church in‘such high favour? In- 
deed, I fear that his real trouble is that his 
political principles must always subserve his 
religious, which is exactly the mentality 
which has divided Ireland, the mentality 
which Pearse and Connolly died to destroy. 
—giours, etc,, 

“ PROTESTANT Patriot.” 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Srr,—One turns with relief from the 
éternal mud-slinging against the Catholic 
Church which is carried on by a certain type 
of correspondent to the following :—‘‘ The 
Rev. Canon Cullimore, M.A., Rector of St. 
Columba’s, Omagh, asked for the prayers of 
his congregation for the Catholic Church in 
Spain. Although not members of that 
“Church, he said, Protestants fully realised 
the noble work it had done. and it was but 
right that all decent-thinking people of all 
denominations should give that Church their 
sympathy and their prayers in its efforts to 
grapple with the forces of evil.” Yours, 
etc., “Vinci? VeERriras,”’ 

County Kilkenny. 


TRANSPORT PROBLEMS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

SreR,—Some months ago it was stated that 
the Commissioner of the Garda Siochana had 
drawn up a code of by-laws for the regulation 
of road traffic and other matters incidental 
thereto, but I cannot say that I have seen 
the proposed by-laws published. 

It is a matter for great satisfaction, how- 
ever, that the Commissioner has tackled what 
I consider to be one of the most vital problems 
with which we are confronted. It is earnestly 
hoped that the new regulations will soon 


“THE EDITOR : 


¢.g., Harbour Court, Eden quay, Dublin), 
os substantial increase in the Traffie 
Control Section of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Garda, pointsmen to take up their duties not 
later than 8.20 a.m., particularly at-the main 


arteries. 


It is also suggested that a traffic census be 
taken on selected main roads, with a view of 
providing useful data for the authorities. 

Finally. 1 would recommend the formation 
of a ‘‘Safety First” Association (i.¢., if one 
does not already exist in Dublin), a 
“Safety First” Week to be held each year. 
—Yours, ete., 

WILLIaM A. Popesta, P.C, 

92 Kincora road, Clontarf, Dublin, 

September 3, 1936. 


CHANGING INDIA 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TRISH TIMES. 

Srm,— Your leading article with the above 
title might have been fairer if it had made 
some attempt to explain “the traditional 
hatred of the different sects for one 
another.” Those who know India intimately. 
know that the real cause of the unrest and 
agitation arose from the failure of the Go- 
vernment itself. The hackneyed saying, 
“is is the business of a government to 
govern,” was never in more need of being 
emphasised than in the case of India. For 
what did the Government do? Instead of 
supporting its loyal supporters, it connived 
at open acts of gross rebellion, then entered 
into pourparlers with the rebels—who had 
been guilty of all forms of crime—and finally 
ended by running away! What was the 
condition of affairs for the Government’s 
loyal supporters?--by far the larger class 
in India—Those who live in the Irish Free 
State need not ask, loyalty repaid with acts 
of brutality that would shame the Hotten- 
tots—eyen the schools and colleges turned 
into instruments of persecution—unti) im 
many Cases loyalty gave ós ó under the 
strain to despair and the breaking down of 
discipline. It is something of a miracle that 
there were any loyalists left after the bar- 
rage of ‘‘deceit and guile.’ If India is 
entering on a period of peace and prosperity 
the Government need claim no credit, since 
it was not due to them. 

“ That ever upon the topmost roof our 
banner in India blew.’’—Yours, ete., 

“ Oso': 
Dublin, September órd, 1936. 


OLD DUBLIN MARSHALSEA 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sim,—In response to the request of Mr. 
MacArthur for information on the present 
location of records of old Dublin Marshalsea, 
I offer the following facts (if not already 
known to him) in an effort to help him in 
his inquiry. 

By Act of Parliament passed in the sixth 
year of the reign of his late Majesty George 
ITI. a duty was imposed on beer, ale, strong 
waters, wine, tobacco, hides, and other goods 
and merchandise with the intention of 
augmenting His Majesty’s revenue, and 
among other provisions therein it was enacted 
that a sum of £2,000 be paid to the Lord 
Chancellor. Lord Lifford, and the Chief Jus- 
tices of the Four Courts—namely, Lord 
Annally, Patterson and Forster—for the pur- 
pose of building a Marshalsea for the recep- 
tion and security of prisoners. In pursuance 
of this enactment Messrs. James and William 
Dexter, Marshals of the Four Courts, were 
instructed to find a suitable site for the 
necessary building, and succeeded in secur 
ing one from John and Francis Bonham, on 
lease for lives renewable, at a rent of £33 
per annum. The site is described as “ ground 
between the rear of Lord Moira’s house, 
Usher’s quay, and rear of north side of 
Thomas street and west side of Dirty lane.” 
On the 26th June, 1775, the lease, by means 
of conveyance, passed into the custody of the 
four principal judges of the Four Courts, 
who, as already seen, were responsible for 
the proper carryingNout of the provisions of 
the Act as regards the Marshalsea, 

If this letter is of even the slightest use to 
Mr. MacArthur I shall be only too pleased. 
Yours, etc. “ia as 


Dublin, September 2nd, 1936. 


“ CANINE HYSTERIA ™ 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 
Srr,—The letters appearing in your columns 
signed by Colonel Charles D. Guinness and 
Mr. A. G. Fletcher prompt me to submit m 
views in respect to a disease which, althou 
of comparatvely recent origin, can alre 
be regarded as being one of the most serious 
menaces that the dog-loving public has ever 
been called upon to combat. 
Notwithstanding that few kennels to-day 
can claim to be immune from this cursed 
malady, yet it would appear that little or 
nothing has been undertaken in the nature 
of research work for the purpose of en- 
deavouring to find the cause, and is it not 
logical to presume that until the cause 1s 
determined it is highly improbable that we 
shall ever discover the cure. Confronted as 
we are by the candid admissions of the most 
eminent veterinary surgeons in the world to 
the effect that they know not of the cause, 
surely the time is now opportune for a serious 
effort to be undertaken with a view to doin 
something practical, instead of theorising an 
““biting” at every so-called sure cure? 
Possibly ear mites, worm infestation, teeth. 
ing, wrong diet, ete., may in some cases be 
regarded as contributing factors, yet the fact 
remains that the system of the dog success- 
fully resisted said attacks for many centuries 
prior to,the first attack of hysteria being re- 
corded, which fact would lead one to sug- 
gest that until the root of the evil is un- 
earthed this disease will remain a mystery 
and a menace.—Yours, etc. 


sé Qu’ Apress.” "s 
Woodhill, Ardara, Co. Donegal, 
September Ist, 1956. 


BONFIRES 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

SIR—Í was much interested in “ Quid- 
nunc’s’’ remarks on “ bonfires’’ which ap- 
bed lately in .' The Irishman’s Diary.” 

onfires, certainly, are a great annoyance, 
particularly if indulged in on a Monday, 
which is generally regarded in suburbia as 
washing day. 

I cannot, however, agree that ‘‘ the bonfire 
comes first among the hundred and one minor 
annoyances.”’ 

Much nearer the head of the list I would 
put the unnecessary no‘se caused by our 
neighbours’ evening visitors. Generally 
these arrive, and depart later, by motor ear. 
The departure is by no means noiseless. Loud 
talking, laughing, and many unnecessary 
good-byes take place outside. This appa- 
rently necessary routine takes at least ten 
minutes, and I have never been able to 
understand why it could not take place 
before the hall door is opened. 

Next follows prolonged use of the self- 
starter and doors opened and clapped several 
times, apparently to see if the hinges are in 
good order. Then to end this prolonged 
agony the engine is violently accelerated and 
the car departs with a roar. 

All this avoidable noise is very trying to 
neighbours who retire early to bed wd nay 
be light sleepers, or, worse still, to some 
poor sick person to whom quietness is essen- 
tial, and to whom sleep may mean the 
difference between recovery and non-recovery. 

I know this one among the many other 
annoyances is entirely due to thoughtlessness, 
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O'Conor, in aid of the St. Mary's Church 


O'Conor, Canon P, J. Ryan, P.P.; te. I; 
Mrs. Harty, Mrs, Corry, Mrs. O'Sullivan, Dr. ffrench O'Carroll and Mr, C, O'Sullivan, 


Rev. F. T. Hooke, 


Lucan House, Lucan, Co. Dublin, the residence 


Repairing Fund, Included 
Cor Dr. |. B. Magiaie 


and, moreover, the recent Census returns show 
that the population of the City of Dublin has 
increased by a figure which is greater than 
the population of Cork City. As well, many 
little townships have sprung up consequent 
upon the housing policy of the Dublin Cor- 
poration and the activities’ of building 
societies, public utility societies and others, 
and, of course, new roads have had to be 
provided. 

_ An entirely new position has’ to be faced— 
in fact, one of sufficient importance to justify 
the establishment of a Ministry of Transport. 

Pending the new regulations, matters which 
demand urgent attention are :— 

_1. The provision of proper pedestrian cros- 
sings, particularly in the centre of the city. 

2. Regulation stopping places for omnibuses. 

ó. Increased Garda control of traffic passing 
schools in busy centres. 

4. More rigid inspection by the authorities 
of motor omnibuses to ensure that such 
vehicles are fit for the road, and that all the 
existing regulations are complied with in every 
respect. 

5, Prevention of overcrowding in trams and 
omnibuses. 

6. Survey of side streets and lanes, with a 
view of ascertaining those not suitable for 
vehicular traffic, and those suitable only for 
one-way vehicular traffic. ses 

7. Marking of “concealed’* entrances 


A BASKING SHARK 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sir,—While we were bathing at Kilfarrassy 
Strand, near Tramore, to-day, a ~baskin 
Shark ‘about eight feet long came within 
thirty yards of the beach. The bathers were 
quite alarmed and kept close to’ the” edge. 
There were shoals of mackerel about, and 
the shark was after those : 

Then a gentleman came down with a rifle, 
and fired several shots at the -shark. some 
of which todk effect, as he eventually dise 
appeared out to sea.—Yours, etc., 


Sion Hill, Waterford, an 
September 2nd, 1936. 
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